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Relic of the Days of Rome’s First Emperor When Care Was 
Taken to Stamp It With the Device “Provident” 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Bronze Coin Popular With Ae Caesars 


HE adjective ‘‘Provident,” now so 
T firmly established in the ety- 

mology of the English language, 
and so widely known throughout this 
country as the adopted title of the 
Provident Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, and perhaps other financial in- 
stitutions, is not a relatively new word 
springing from a combination of the 
Anglo-Saxon, but in reality strikes its 
roots back to the days when the Ro- 
man Empire was in full flower. Provi- 
dent must have been well-known to 
the gladiators of the Coliseum and to 
the soldiers of the victorious armies of 
Octavian, when he had subjugated all 
opposing forces and defeating Anthony 
at Actium had been able to resist the 
charms of the beautiful Cleopatra and 
had brought her back a captive to 
Rome. 

“Provident” seems to have been an 
exceptionally suitable word to attach 
to coins of the realm, whether in the 
far-away stretches of the empire of 
Augustus or in these fallen days of cur- 
rencies in which the term might be 
more appropriately used in the adjec- 
tival form of providential. 

The bronze coin reproduced above 
was struck in the reign of Augustus 
(Caesar Octavianus), the first Roman 
Emperor, Bb. C. 27 to A. D. 14, indicat- 
ing on its face the authority of a 
senatus consentus, the decree of the 
Roman Senate, and stamped with the 
profile in relief of the first ruler of 
the imperial State. Bordering the rim 
over the effigy in profile is the device, 
“Divus Augustus Pater,” literally “God 
Augustus Father,’ denoting the at- 


tribute of divinity with which the early 
Roman Emperors, as well as later ones, 
were imagined in the exercise of an- 
tique forms of worship. 

Curiously, on the reverse of the 
bronze disc in raised letters appears 
the word “Provident,” beneath the de- 
sign of a Roman sacrificial altar. On 
either side of the altar are the initial 
letters “S. C.,” which may be taken 
for official sanction of the coin, senatus 
consentus, issued with the consent of 
the Senate. 

The word “Provident” on the back of 
the coin is thought to be, and probably 
is, a@ contraction of the Latin noun 
“providentia,” typical of the sturdy ele- 
ments of civilian character in the Ro- 
man populace in the period of the re- 
public marked so distinctly by traits of 
prudence and foresight. 

But whatever the ancient meaning 
of the word, the Provident Mutual Life 
Insurance Company has given it a 
new significance which now crystallizes 
about all that is representative of the 
best there is in life insurance. For the 
Provident is dedicated to high princi- 
ples as a heritage from those sturdy 
Quaker ancestors that organized the 
company more than 70 years ago. The 
reputation for unusual care and cau- 
tion in management, quiet excellence. 
and true liberality for the policyholder - 
that has so long characterized the 
Provident and given it a distinctive 
standing, are attributes that can never 
perish and should serve to make the 
institution as enduring as those old’ 
bronze coins which were struck by the 
mint-master at Rome 20 centuries ago. 
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PROVIDENT MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF PHILADELPHIA 


FORTY SIXTH AND MARKET STREETS 


AGENCY DEPARTMENT 


January 23, 1936. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155 Street, 

New York, New York, 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Mr. Harrold BE. Gillingham, Treasurer of your Society, Suggested that 
I write you concerning a Roman coin which is the subject of the at- 
tached article by Mr. Dearden, President of the United States Review, 
and published in that journal. 


We contemplate using a bronze replica of this coin, with description, 
as an addition to our direct mail material and desire to check the 
accuracy of the statements made concerning the coin. 


The only reference we have at hand is in a book entitled "The Mint 
Manual of Coins of All Nations", published in 1860 by James Ross 
Snowden, then Director of the Mint. The coin in question is listed 

as No. 29 in the Cabinet of the Mint, "Divus Augustus Pater. The 
deceased Augustus sainted, or deified. Rev. S. C. (Senatus Consulto)." 


From this we deduce: 


1 - The coin was not struck "in the reign of Augustus" but 
subsequently. 


2 - Se. C. stands for senatus consulto, by order of the Senate 
instead of "senatus consentus, issued with the consent of 
the Senate," 


3 - The statement, "Divus Augustus Pater, denoting the attribute 
of divinity with which the Roman Emperors were imagined in 
the exercise of antique forms of worship", suggests deifica- 
tion of a living Emperor and might be stated in a truer 
sense by explaining this as the divinity and sainthood 
attributed to deceased Emperors, 


We would certainly appreciate any comment you care to make on the coin 
description, 


JSR: CS 


Advertising Section. 
Enclosure. 


~ Janusry 24, 1935. 
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Mx. John Se Romig 5 te i Ay 

Provident Mutaul Life Insurance Company Bes 
46th ani Market Streets aha “5 Ae mali 
Philacelphiu, Pennn, ~ . | ms ” . 


Dear Mr. Romie: 


In reference to your Letbow of See ‘ated 
concerning the coimswith "Provident" on them will say er 
‘that you are correct on your deductions, The coin was struc! te 
during the reign of Tibetius after Augustus had been deified. | 
As a matter of fact nearly all of the Roman CUDA OR A: } were 
deifiod on their death. 


The S ¢ stands for Senatus Gonsulto. All 
Roman copper and bronze coins had S 6 on the back. ‘The silves 
and gold did not. As far as the article by Mr. Dearden goes he 
we think he has drawn on his imgination a little more than ug 
he should. The word "Provident" for Providentia on the back a) 
of this coin refers to Augustus" care and foresight in look-_ ar 
ing efter the empire and the people. ‘The altar above tt has— 
alvays been supposed to represent the Pax of Peace Altar that 
Augustus erected, 


Very truly yours, 


HW JG } ss Gurator 


